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THE HONORABLE MAURICE J. MURPHY
13 742.
MAYOR'S REPORT
TO THE CITY OF DOVER
To the Citizens of Dover:
At the end of my first year as your public servant in the capacity
of Mayor of the City of Dover, I take this opportunity to review the
activities of the general administration of the City for the past twelve
months.
The adjustment period at the beginning of the year was of a short
duration because the new department heads who were appointed worked
hard to learn their duties and were soon carrying out their offices ef-
ficiently and loyally.
Problems of a short and long term nature faced the incoming ad-
ministration. January saw more snow than had fallen in the past five
years and equipment to handle the burden was inoperative and inade-
quate. Hard work and a good working program was the only solution and
the Public Works Department soon had things under control.
When good weather came about, the administration was ready to
put into effect its plan for the resurfacing of Central Avenue and to in-
stitute one-way traffic to increase the volume of traffic that could be
handled by the main artery. Had this $180,000.00 project been under-
taken by the City on its own, it would have meant approximately $5.40
increase on the tax rate. However, by securing federal aid of 50' v and
state aid of 259^ the net cost to the City was $45,000.00.
When the Central Avenue project is completed, it is planned to
continue the resurfacing of the one-way pattern by giving the Washington
and Main Streets section a covering of bituminous material of the same
quality as on the current job. This portion will be completed in 1953.
Other roads in the City were found to have been neglected for some
years, and the task of oiling as many of these as possible was undertaken.
The final count showed 49 streets were treated and put into first class
shape. In the rural areas, a tremendous amount of work had to be done.
So much so, that in addition to the work completed this year, we plan to
gravel and tar some additional twenty miles of rural roads in 1953. Once
this is done, it will simply be a case of yearly treatments of penetrating
oil to give proper service to those taxpayers in the outlying districts.
During the latter part of the year, a serious water condition came
to light. Accumulated troubles resulting from poor maintenance prac-
tises in previous years began to spring up. For instance, the sand in the
filter beds had been reduced from the required 36 inches to between nine
and eleven inches by removing layers of iron saturated sand without
replacing it with new sand. The solution was to fill the beds with forty
inches of new sand which was done in November and December. A sand
cleaning machine is being purchased to reclaim the sand taken off in
future years.
Low water pressure in the Locust Street area prompted us to see
what caused this condition. We found that the six inch main hardly had
a carrying capacity of a three inch main because of the corrosion and
sludge in the pipe. The cleaning of this main increased the pressure so
successfully, that plans were made immediately to carry out an extensive
water main cleaning program early in 1953. When the entire system
has been flushed and scraped, we will have a net-work of mains that will
provide the same carrying capacity of the pipes when they were originally
installed. For some, this was in 1889.
Hazards other than the elements also threatened our water system.
During the year, an attempt was made by the Army Engineers to supply
water to the proposed Newington Air Base from the Dover water sheds.
I made an immediate appeal to the federal government to make pumpage
tests in the area to see whether the water level wou'd be seriously af-
fected if their plans were carried out. The government consented to
allot $180,000.00 to make test bores in the Madbury area and found that
the area contains a very large water supply. With the information re-
ceived from the Army Engineers, the City, without cost, has found out
where future water can be obtained, its quality and the quantity that can
be pumped from any one area.
The purchase of new equipment also highlighted the first year. A
power shovel, a bulldozer, a street sweeper, and a number of various
modeled trucks were purchased in order to efficiently carry out the routine
works of the City's departments.
The above mentioned items are some of the few accomplishments
of the young administration. In the following departmental reports,
more details are given showing conclusively that more work is being done
with the tax dollar than ever before.
In the coming year, the program of "More work wi+h the
same money" will still be in effect. With the major projects of road re-
surfacing and rebuilding and water main cleaning on the agenda, the
citizens of Dover can expect an economical and productive administration
for the second consecutive year.
With the splendid cooperation of the department heads, it has been
an honor and a pleasure to serve you and I hope that the administration













































Miss Mary H. Callahan
MUNICIPAL OFFICERS
Ciiy Council: Carroll E. Hall, Acting Mayor, Leo E. Carroll, Andrew R.
Courteau, Rene Goiilet, Ernest W. Hemon, Raymond Loughlin, W. Ray-
mond Siiackpole, Harold E. Wentworth, H. Howard Hartford, Appointed,
Foster Spofford, Resigned, Maurice J. Murphy, Mayor, Chairman, James
Jackson, City Solicitor, Alfred J. Guilmette, Clerk.
Planning Board: Maurice J. Murphy, Mayor, Alfred J. Guilmette, Clerk,
Carroll E. Hall, Council, Eugene S. Meserve, Chairman, James F. Behan,
Clerk, Arthur Dubois, Acting Chairman, Lawrence R. Neally, Albert Ber-
nard, John E. Stevens.
School Committee: Maurice A. Blais, Chairman, Charles A. Crocco, Secre-
tary, Robert E. Keefe, Thomas H. Keenan, Eugene Meserve.
Zoning Board of Adjustment: Edward V. McDonald, Chairman, Kenneth
Clark, Albert C. Wentworth, Bernard J. Paul, James Fitzgerald.
Hospital Trustees: Louis Stocklan, Chairman, Kelly Wynot, Albert L. Nel-
son, Patrick H. McManus, Charles F. Hartnett, Clerk.
Cemetery Trustees: C. Arthur Hull, Chairman, Ernest H. Jenness, Clerk,
H. Nason Avery, A. Thornton Gray, James E. Wentworth.
Library Trustees: Hector J. Desjardin, Chairman, Francis R. Dodge, Clerk,
Leo Flanagan, William A. Piper, Michael J. Nadeau.
Trustees of the Trust Funds: John F. McNally, Roy B. Ireland, Robert
Herlihy.
Park Commissioners: Thomas B. Markey, Chairman, Charles H. Hall, Harry
Makris.
Water Commissioners: Alfred Mairs, Chairman, Frank Stevens, Samuel
B. Blair.
Dover Housing Authority: Ralph E. Wiggin, Jr., William H. McCann, Guy
Wiggin, Samuel W. Greene, Louis Stocklan.
Joint Building Committee: Eugene Meserve, Chairman, Maurice Blais,
Charles A. Crocco, Robert E. Keefe, Thomas H. Keenan, Andrew Courteau,
Rene Goulet, Howard Hartford, Harold Wentworth, Carroll E. Hall.
Plumbing Board: Robert Labrie, Chairman, James McCoole, Inspector,
Patrick F. Hanratty.
Police Commissioners: John D. Grady, Chairman, Frank G. Wilkinson,
Herbert B. Carberry.
Hospital Fund Committee: Arthur MiFs, Chairman, Roy B. Ireland, Treas-
urer, Mrs. John Lawlor, Secretary, Mrs. Herbert B Carberry. Harold A.
Holbrook, James C. Lawless, Joel F. Sheppard, Peter Daeris, Samuel Smith,
Dr. John A. Hunter.
Personal Advisory Board: Henry J. Mayrand, Chairman, Paul J. Buckley.
Hubert C. Stanley.
Board of Assessors: George L. Carberry, Chairman, Albert Marcotte, Clerk,
George W. Garland.
REPORT OF COUNCIL ACTIVITIES
To His Honor, the Mayor, and
Members of the Dover City
Council:
Gentlemen:
Herewith submitted is the report
of the City Clerk and Purchasing
Agent for the year 1952:
As 3^ou are all aware, this was
the first year of the Strong Mayor
Government, the new Charter hav-
ing been adopted by the citizens
of this City on December 4, 1951.
During the year there were 22
meetings of the City Council, one
organizational meeting, ten regu-
lar meetings and eleven special
m.eetings. There were also, four
public hearings held in the Muni-
cipal Auditorium, necessitating
council attendance. During these
meetings, there were presented for
council deliberation and action, the
following petitions, resolutions, and
one ordinance: 21 petitions for wa-
ter installation, eleven petitions for
sewer construction, 13 petitions for
street acceptances, 19 petitions for
lights and four petitions for pole
and wire installations. There were
36 resolutions, and one ordinance
relating to trailer regulations
adopted. There were also 34 meet-
ings of the finance committee with
an attendance record of 94S for
both finance and council meetings,
demonstrating a degree of dili-
gence and assiduity rarely en-
countered in municipal govern-
ment, and thereby justifying the
confidence and trust that you
placed in your elected City offi-
cials, namely: Mayor Maurice J.
Murphy, and Councilmen: Leo E.
Carroll, Andrew R. Courteau, Rene
Goulet, Carroll E. Hall, Ernest W.
Hemon, Raymond Loughlin, H.
Howard Hartford, W. Raymond
Stackpole, and Harold E. Went-
worth.
Elections
There were three elections held
in 1952, the reason being that it
was presidential election year.
They were held on the following
dates: March 11, September 9, and
November 4.
The Presidential Primary was
held on March 11, with a total vote
of 3,115. There were 1,897 Repub-
lican, 1,216 Democrat, and two
spoiled ballots, the total cost be-
ing $1,839.80.
The State Primary was held on
September 9, with a total vote of
2,501, and at a total cost of $1,801.69.
The Presidential and State elec-
tion was held on November 4, with
a total vote of 8,449, and in this
total there were 413 absentee bal-
lots cast, with a total cost of $1,-
984.08, and an overall total for the
three elections of $5,625.57.
Administralicn and Revenues
The operation and supervision of
the City Clerk's office during the
year of 1952 entailed the custom-
ary check and issuance of a very
large number of certificates; the
recording of the largest number
ever of conditional sales, mort-
gages, and discharges; and innum-
erable other duties.
The following is a resume of
money collected in this office, and
deposited with the City Treasurer
during 1952, for licenses, fees, per-








To his Honor, the Mayor, and
Members of the Dover City
Council:
Gentlemen:
Herewith submitted is the report
of the Tax Collector for the year
1952:
On taking office in January, it
was found after a careful study
that the water collections were
$2,700 in arrears with bills dating
back to the years 1948-49-50. Every
effort was made by the collection
department to contact delinquent
water customers personally, with
the result that as of January 2, one
year later, the sum of $2,700 had
been reduced to $284.61.
It was also found that mainte-
nance bills had been allowed to ac-
cumulate, some dating back as far
as six months. The total of main-
tenance bills January 2, 1952, was
$4,184.50. This office sought to
make back collections and initiated
a policy of billing as soon as work
was completed. One year later,
January 2, 1953, the total mainte-
nance bill was $1,585.64, or a re-
duction during the year of $2,598.86.
This office received a commit-
ment from the water department of
7,000 water bills for the year in the
sum of $80,126.66. Of this amount,
$3,548.84 remains to be collected.
A total of $91,501.72, was collected
by this department. This figure in-
cludes both meter rates and main-
tenance for the year 1952. This is
a total of $6,805.77 more than was
collected in 1951.
The property warrant submitted
to the Collector by the Assessors
collected for the year 1952, was
$1,028,290.95. Of this total, $43,000 re-
mains to be collected. This amount
will be greatly reduced by June 6,
1953, which is the date of the tax
sale. On December 31, 1951, the
amount of property collected was
$901,057.80. On December 31, 1952,
the amount of property collected
was $937,875.45. This total for the
year 1952 exceeds the 1951 total
collected by $36,817.65.
On January 3, 1952, the total
stock-in-trade for the year 1951 still
to be collected was $35,420.00. The
total 1951 stock-in-trade on Janu-
ary 3, 1953, had been reduced to
$21.50, which still remains to be
collected. The total amount of 1952
stock-in-trade still to be collected
is $4,156.00.
The amount of money due on the
tax sale for the levy of 1950 was
$6,735.31, which was held on May
6, 1951. The amount of money due
on the tax sale for the levy of 1951
was $3,832.99, which was held on
June 6, 1952. A total reduction
from the previous years postings
of $2,902.32.
Total motor vehicle registrations
on April 1, 1952, were $35,029.83.
Total on April 1, 1953, was $37,-
184.46. This shows an increase of
$2,154.63.
On July 24, 1952, a head tax war-
Fire equipment purchased dur-




warrant wss committed to this of-
fice by the Assessors, in the amount
of $15,170.00. On January 1, 1953,
the total amount collected was
$11,416.00. Many of these head
and poll taxes are paid at the time
of motor vehicle registration so that
the figure given at the first of the
year is much lower at this time.
Other collection activities dur-
ing the year 1952, include the send-
ing out of 7,585 head and poll tax
notices, which were sent out on
July 24, 1952. 2,071 head taxes for
veterans were sent out on the same
date.
On April 16, 1952, a total of
1,139 delinquent head tax notices
were sent out on head taxes for the
year 1951.
On April 17, 1952, 450 property
tax courtesy notices were sent out
informing the property owners that
the posting of delinquent property
taxes would be held on May 6,
1952.
On August 28, 1952, this depart-
ment mailed out 3,742 property tax
bills. Also, on October 15, 1952,
rant was submitted by the Asses-
sors to the Collector in the amount
of $48,275.00. On January 1, 1953,
the total amount collected was
$35,090.00.
On July 24, 1952, the poll tax
a total of 3,600 water bills were
mai ed.
The Collection Department wish-
es to thank all the citizens for the
fme cooperation they have shown
and we also want them to under-
stand that their problems are our
problems and they are welcome to
come in anytime for advice.
YEARLY REPORT AS OF
December 31. 1952
Motor Vehicle $ 49,458.30
National Bank Stock 1,880 00




Penalties on Tax 2,013.07
Property Tax Prior Years 104,769.53
Poll Tax Prior Years 1 385.80
Timber Tax Prior Years 35.00
Head Tax 1951 40,057.00
Tax Sale 3,832.99











REPORT OF THE CITY SOLICITOR
To the Honorable Maurice J.
Murphy and Members of the
City Council:
The duties of your Solicitor were
more or less enhanced during the
year 1952 for many reasons, chief
of which was the change in the
Charter from the Council-Manager
form of government to the Strong
Mayor form of government, neces-
sitating opinions involving unique
problems that, naturally, would
arise and the existence, at the be-
ginning of my term of office, of sev-
eral suits already initiated against
the City.
Suits At Law Against the
City of Dover*
VOLPE CO. vs. CITY OF DOV-
ER: This case arose out of a con-
tract entered into by the City of
Dover and the Plaintiffs for work
on the High School Annex Wall.
The total claim presented to your
Solicitor was $19,106.21. This case
was settled in the amount of $12,-
960.45 — making a total saving to
the City of $6,145.76.
VATISMAS & MITCHELL vs.
CITY OF DOVER: These were two
cases entered against the City of
Dover in 1950 for damages caused
by the flooding of a sewer into the
Plaintiffs' cellars. Both cases were
tried October 23, 1952 in Strafford
County Superior Court and a mis-
trial was declared by the Honor-
able Court— necessitating a new
trial. Your Solicitor immediately
appealed to the Supreme Court in
both cases.
WISEMAN ET ALS vs. CITY
OF DOVER: A petition for abate-
ment of taxes was filed March 11,
1952 and, at the present time, has
not been tried.
PUBLIC SERVICE CO. vs. CITY
OF DOVER: A long standing ac-
tion initiated in 1949 and continued
until the present time. Hughes &
Burns, Special Counsel for the City
of Dover until 1952. The case is
still in judication.
RALPH H. LLOYD vs. CITY OF
DOVER: Was a case testing the
City of Dover's title to two (2) lots
of land in the now Dover Housing
Authority tract. The case was tried
in the February Term, 1952, and
the title of the City of Dover was
upheld by the Superior Court up-
on the payment of $50.00 — be-
cause of negligence in a prior Ad-
ministration.
The above named represent the
major suits involving the City of
Dover during the year 1952. There
were several other suits brought
by your Solicitor in aid of the sev-
eral departments. These will be
referred to subsequently.
THE MAYOR AND THE CITY
COUNCIL: It is impossible for
your Solicitor to report on his work
so far as the Mayor and the City
Council is concerned. To attempt
to do so would require clerical as-
sistance the like of which is not
furnished, at the present time, to
your City Solicitor. Opinions, writ-
ten and oral, have been requested
and rendered to the satisfaction, I
trust, of the Mayor and the City
Council. It is my distinct pride
and pleasure to say that not only
have I not missed one single meet-
ing of the City Government but,
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furthermore, I have never met a
more reasonable and just group of
men to work with.
I want, at this time, to express
my appreciation for the work of
the Mayor and the City Council
in all the problems that we faced
during the year 1952. To enumer-
ate would be almost impossible be-
cause, in many instances it has
been, in this administration, "touch
and go" in order to protect the citi-
zens of the City of Dover.
We had so many problems —
such as the attempt of the Federal
Government, for the purpose of
water supply, to take underground
water from the environs of the
City of Dover (which we defeated).
The multiple problems of the
School Committee with regard to
the new Woodman Park School,
arising out of a former adminis-
tration; the petitions of citizens for
relief for water and sewer, based
on promises of a former adminis-
tration which were never fulfilled;
the petitions for new streets and
any work in this respect requested
by the Planning Board of the City
of Dover, was exhaustive. I trust
that my record of full attendance
at all these meetings was helpful.
POLICE DEPARTMENT: It has
been my duty, as City Solicitor, to
prosecute all complaints brought
by the Police Department or any
other persons referred to me by the
Police Department for prosecution.
Your Solicitor has answered calls
from the Police Department at all
hours of the day and night (even
after midnight) and has never on
any occasion, failed the Police De-
partment in any way, shape or
manner. I have served not only
the County Solicitor but I have al-
so served the Town of Rollinsford
—at the request of the Police De-
partment of the City of Dover; the
State Police and the Fish and
Game Department. Your Solicitor
submits that his only obligation
is to the Police Department of the
City of Dover. However, he has,
so far, been ready and willing to
cooperate—for the enforcement of
the law.
In this respect, your Solicitor re-
ports that he has processed more
than 113 cases over and above what
has, so far, been processed by any
other City Solicitor of the City of
Dover and, on this, he stands on
the record.
I further, in my work with the
Police Department, wish to thank
the officers on the beat for their
efforts; the very good cooperation
given to me by Chief of Police John
Murphy, Mrs. Shirley Couser and
Deputy Chief Dewey Allen and I
trust that, in not naming any oth-
er members of the Police Depart-
ment, they will understand that I
am not excluding them in my rec-
orgnition—which they honestly de-
serve.
MUNICIPAL DEPARTMENTS:
In the year 1952, I have noticed a
distinct intention on the part of
all Administrative Departments to
protect the City of Dover in all
respects.
In the case of the Tax Collector,
Edgar Bois, several suits have been
brought to protect the City of Dov-
er for monies due and owing the
City for taxes and water bills. I
assume that a perusal of the Tax
Collector's Report will satisfy as
to the effort taken and the amount
of money collected thereby. The
several cases prosecuted by the
Collector should demonstrate this
point, as per his report.
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THE PUBLIC WORKS DE-
PARTMENT: The public Works
Department, under the supervision
of Maurice Myers, has been faced
with some of the biggest problems
that this department has had to
content with in many years. Its
requests for deeds, opinions and
letters have been complied with
by your Solicitor and, in his ob-
servation, to good advantage.
OVERSEER OF THE POOR:
Mrs. Helena Dillon has been forth-
right in her attempts to preserve
the City of Dover from any claims
by delinquents or others who have
assets from which the City of Dov-
er has had to exert its claims. As
a result of this situation, it has
been necessary for your Solicitor to
bring several actions in Probate
and in the Dover Municipal Court.
For the most part, this work by
the Overseer of the Poor has been
successful in protecting the City
of Dover from charges against in-
digent people and your Solicitor
commends the Overseer of the
Poor for her forthright action in
these matters.
FINANCE DEPARTMENT: The
work of the Finance Department,
under Robert HerJihy, has been
uncounted in its effectiveness. Nev-
er, under any circumstances, could
your Solicitor have been able to do
so much for the City of Dover with-
out the untiring efforts of this de-
partment. For this, he gives thanks.
CITY CLERK: It must be obvi-
ous that the City Solicitor could
never be effective unless he could
request the office of the City Clerk,
under Alfred Guilmette, for infor-
mation, records, and other mate-
rial in order to draw deeds, pre-
pare for adjudication or to do any
other manner of work required by
his office. Permit me to say that
never, at any time, during the year
1952 have I ever called on the City
Clerk for information that I have
been denied the same. As a mat-
ter of fact, he was more than help-
ful in furnishing additional infor-
mation—which was most helpful
to me.
FIRE DEPARTMENT: At the be-
ginning of this Administration, the
Fire Department was very much
encumbered by persons following
the fire trucks to various fires. At
the recommendation of Fire Chief
Thomas Clancy, prosecution was
brought against such parties and,
from that time forward, the Fire
Department was not bothered in
any way, shape or manner by vio-
lators.
Your Solicitor has cooperated
with the Chief of the Fire Depart-
ment to the end that many fire
hazards appearing in the City of
Dover during the year 1952 have
been eliminated.
HEALTH DEPARTMENT: There
have been no prosecutions, so far
as the Department of Health is
concerned, during the year 1952
because of the fact that Dr. Max
Winer has been so conscientious
in his work that health conditions
have improved — reference being
made to the State Health Officers
Report. With the cooperation of
this office, it has not been neces-
sary to bring any legal action
against any violators of the health
laws of the City of Dover or the
State of New Hampshire.
For the CEMETERY DEPART-
MENT for whom I have drawn
deeds and given advice and for
other departments that I have aid-
ed—and for whose cooperation I
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em endebted—I wish to express
my thanks.
Your Solicitor in 1942 to 1946 de-
sired and recommended a City Law
Library. Now, through the coop-
eration of Mayor Maurice J. Mur-
phy and the Finance Director, Rob-
ert Herlihy, the beginning of a
Municipal Law Library has been
established—through the purchase
of a very fine collection of Munici-
pal Law books. I hope and trust
that this beginning will be contin-
ued in the future to aid other Citj'-
Solicitors who come after me.
Respectfully submitted.
JAMES M. JACKSON
*It should be understood that no report
can be given on the legal situation of
suits at law which are being prosecuted
or defended by other Attorneys—by au-
thority of the prior Administration.
REPORT OF THE
CEMETERY DEPARTMENT
To the Honorable Maurice J. Mur-
phy and Members of the City
Council:
The routine of the cemetery de-
partment varies only slightly over
the years. The care of its 62 acres
of land demands a constant clean
up of snow in the winter, cutting
of grass in the spring and summer
and disposing of a great many
leaves that fall from the numerous
trees that beautify the grounds.
Interments ircreased to their
highest level in a number of years
to 134 for the year in addition to
3 reinterments. Foundations were
poured for 20 monuments, 50 mark-
ers and 11 headstones, and seven
lots were graded and seeded. After
burning as many leaves as possible
on the grounds, it was necessary
to haul out approximately 100 loads
in the fall in order to have the area
cleaned for the spring mowing. Un-
til this year, it was the practice of
postponing this job of cleaning up
the leaves until spring time, but
valuable time W3s lost in getting
the lots ready for Memorial Day.
A special project of constructing
two cement vaults was undertaken
and it required 100 man hours of
labor, and 234 cubic feet of cement
work.
During the year, two 12 grave
lots, five 6 grave lots, eight 3 grave
lots and 21 single graves were sold.
Fifty grave lots were made up and
graded for the veterans and to in-
crease the use of available land,
seven 12 grave lots, three 6 grave
lots, one 8 grave lot and one 3
grave lots were made up on the
North Avenue. These were still
unsold at the end of the year.
I want to take this opportunity
to thank the Mayor and Trustees
for their untiring efforts in mak-
ing our cemetery presentable and
to the other department heads who






REPORT OF THE FIRE DEPARTMENT
To His Honor, the Mayor, and
Members of the Dover City
Council:
Gentlemen:
Herewith submitted is the report
of the Fire Department for the year
1952:
New Equipment
The operating potential of the
Dover Fire Department in any em-
ergency was brought to a max-
imum during the year 1952 with
the acquisition of needed new vehi-
cles and other essential new equip-
ment.
The new 85 foot aerial ladder
truck was received and made avail-
able for service immediately. This
new vehicle is the answer to fire
fighting efficiency in the event of
fire in any building in the city's
immediate center or any of its in-
dustries. An 800 gallon tank truck
was ordered, delivered and added
to the fire department equipment
table. The vehicle has been used
during several fires where the
availability of water is limited. The
new tank truck is a definite es-
sential in the fighting of fires, both
brush and of the farm variety, in
the rural areas. A one ton panel
truck was also ordered and de-
livered.
One of the key steps taken in
1952 was to establish an all-round
communication network between
the city's two fire stations and fire
vehicles on the road. This was
made possible with the purchase
and installation of three mobile ra-
dio units.
Other new equipment received
in 1952 includes 500 feet of IV2
inch double jacket hose, 1,000 feet
of 21/2 inch double jacket hose, a
1948 Chevrolet coupe which was
transferred from the Health De-
partment to this department for
use as the chief's car.
One 500 gallon per minute trailer
pump and two 500 gallon per min-
ute skid pumps were reconditioned
and put into service at the Central
Fire Station. These two pumps
were delivered to the city in 1943
and were in storage at the city
barn until this year. These were
made serviceable and put into op-
eration with the cooperation of the
Director of Public Works, Maurice
Myers and Paul Chase and Har-
old Potterton, mechanics. These
pumps have been used to great ad-
vantage in fighting dump and brush
fires.
New Construction
The floor of the Central Fire Sta-
tion was shored and replanked to
insure against added weight. A
new fire alarm battery room was
constructed on the second floor of
the Central Station.
Fire Alarm Systems
One fire alarm box was added to
the municipal system and installed
at the corner of Kirkland and Lo-
cust Streets. The whistle at the
Beckwith Box Toe building was re-
paired and put into working order.
All alarm boxes were repainted,
some reconditioned and 10,000 feet
of new wire was added to the mu-
nicipal fire alarm system.
Sawyer's Station
Another progressive step taken
in 1952 was a relocation of person-
nel and establishment of a new
system designed to make the Saw-
3^er station more independent and
able to combat fires in the South
End of the City. Two firemen were
transferred from the Central sta-
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tion to Sawyer to augment the fire
fighting force there and strengthen
the 24 hour emergency potential-
ity. The 1,000 gallon per minute
Ahrens Fox pumping engine was
moved to the Central station and
replaced by a 500 gallon per min-
ute pumping engine.
Personnel
One fireman was retired during
the year and another resigned.
Both were replaced. The present
strength of the department includes
the chief and 12 permanent men.
One extra man is used as a paid
employee during annual vacation
or sick leave.
Adminislration
During 1952, this department
strickly observed enforcement of
the City Ordinance, Chapter 30,
Section 18, requiring that written
permission to build any outdoor
fire be obtained from the Central
Fire station. It is believed the en-
forcement of this law reduced the
number of grass and brush fires in
the city by 40 percent during the
year.
Periodic inspections were made
of schools and personnel were
trained in fire drill. School fire
drills were held in each school
building at least once a week,
weather permitting.
The total number of alarms and
calls included 20 engineer calls, 34
box alarms and 329 still or tele-
phone caUs, making a total of 383
calls to duty during the year.
A total of 214 fire extinguishers
were checked and recharged for
private use. A total of 428 com-
plete inspections of public and pri-
vate property were made and 76
recommendations for improvement
were complied with.
The following is submitted rela-
tive to insurance details:
Tax Value of Property in-
volved in fire $604,660.00
Insurance on property 494 270.93
Damage 35,881.68
Insurance 33,031.68
These figures do not include
property threatened by oil burner
and chimney fires, or car and truck
fires. These figures are concerned
only with buildings directly in-
volved in fire.
Comment
The undersigned wishes to ex-
press his appreciation to the fol-
lowing for their cooperation and
help in many of the functions of
his office: Mayor Maurice J. Mur-
phy and members of the City Coun-
cil; Colonel Ralph Caswell of State
Police, and his men; Chief of Po-
lice John J. Murphy, and his men;
State Fire Marshal Aubrey Robin-
son and Inspectors Herbert Whit-
ney and Ernest Jenkins; Director
of Public Works Maurice E. Myers;
Chief C. Pitney of the Portsmouth
Naval Shipyard and members of





Firemen on permanent duty show
the results of good housekeeping j^"





DIRECTOR OF PUBLIC WORKS
To His Honor, the Mayor, and
Members of the Dover City
Council:
Gentlemen:
Herewith submitted is the report
of the Public Works Department
for the year 1952:
Highway
During the summer months, ap-
proximately 75,000 gallons of as-
phalt was layed on the following
streets: Towle Ave., Clifford St.,
Arch St., Rutland St., Upper Wash-
ington St., Lexington St., Locust
St., Spring St., Summer St , Mon-
roe St., Burnham's Ct., Locke St.,
Park St., Maple St., Hull Ave., Mt.
Vernon St., Oak St., Grove St.,
Chestnut St., Sixth St., Watson
St., Watson Lane, Henry Law Ave.,
Hanson St., Nile St., Wallingford
St., George St., Elmwood Ave,
Fairview Ave., Cross St., Merry
St., Glencrest Ave., Trakey St., and
Hartswocd Pioad.
Under the Town Road Aid Pro-
gram, the following roads received
a coat of MC-3 asphalt: Garrison
Rd., Spruce Lane, Bay View Rd.,
Back River Road, Tolend Rd., Sixth
St., County Farm Rd., and Hall St.
All the following roads had some
gravel added, widened and surface
treated with T-5: Tuttle Lane, Hil-
ton Drive, Wentworth Terrace,
Kelley Drive, Old Colony Rd., and
the continuation of Spruce Lane.
Cushing Rd. was widened to 20
feet with gravel added and surface
treated.
The shoulders on Stark Ave.,
from Renaud Ave., to the Green-
houses were widened six feet and
resurfaced after construction work
was done by the Water Depart-
ment.
A new sidewalk was also put in
on Stark Ave., from the Junction
to Dimambro's Store.
Brookline Avenue was rebuilt
and 1,000 gallons of MC-3 asphalt
was layed. Kelley Springs Road
was also rebuilt. The Witch's Falls
Bridge was replanked and made
safer until further work can be
done on it.
In preparation of the work to be
done on Central Avenue by the
State, the Public Works Depart-
ment scraped and removed the old
surf?ce down to the cement.
All traffic and parking lines
were freshly painted. Parking me-
ter standards and stop signs were
straightened.
Bellamy Pool was drained, clean-
ed, filled with gravel and sand;
then graded before the swimming
season opened.
Country dirt roads received 5,500
cubic yards of gravel, spread and
graded.
New equipment purchased for
the Highway Department this year
included: 1 low bed trailer with
Reo tractor, 1 Bucyrus Erie shovel,
V2 ton Chevrolet dump truck and
V2 ton Ford dump truck.
Essential Public Works equip-




As it has in the past, the Public
Works Department again did its
part for the Soap Box Derby.
Seams were filled and patched,
snow fences erected along the
course and ramps put up at the top
of the hill.
This department removed 5,000
yards of gravel and 2,500 yards of
sand from the Old Peasly gravel
bank which was discarded years
ago as not being fit.
More than 1,600 cubic yards of
sand patch and 3,600 tons of stone
patch were used to fill holes in
pavement caused by bad weather.
Slrest Cleaning
The street sweeper was in con-
stant use from early spring to late
fall. Early each morning the busi-
ness district was done and every
street in the City was swept at
least once. Many times the sweep-
er was sent to areas to remove
dust and sand which collected near
homes. This was done in answer
to a telephone call from a resi-
dent. A new Wayne sweeper was
purchased in August, making street
cleaning more efficient.
Manual labor was used to sweep
gutters and remove paper and oth-
er bedric in an effort to keep our
City clean. In October, citizens
were asked to rake their leaves in-
to the gutter, thus initiating a sys-
tematic detail of picking up leaves.
This program proved very satis-
factory.
Snow Removal
The first three months of 1952
saw three severe snow storms along
with many light storms. Crews
worked day and night along with
extra men and trucks to plow and
remove the snow from the streets.
Nearly 200 tons of salt was spread
over ice. The end of the year saw
one hard storm and much rain
which caused freezing conditions
on the highways and again nearly
200 tons of salt was spread along
with 3,00 cubic yards of sand.
Sawer Maintenance and
Conslruclion
Berry Brook was cleaned from
Sixth Street to Lowell Avenue, and
355 feet of 15 inch pipe and 1,300
feet of 12 inch pipe was layed from
Ash Street to Lowell Avenue. Al-
so connected into the 12 inch pipe
at Berry Brook was 435 feet of 8
inch pipe on Chesley Street, 500
feet of 8 inch on Roosevelt Avenue,
350 feet of 8 inch on Lowell Ave-
nue, 320 feet on Grove Street Ex-
tension, and 200 feet on Redden
Street. A 384 foot tie was made
from Roosevelt Avenue to Lowell
Avenue with 2 manholes being
built on Roosevelt Avenue, 2 on
Lowell Avenue, 1 on Varney Street,
and 1 on Hough Street, to take care
of the overflow. A 635 foot storm
sewer was put in from Hull Ave-
nue to Home Street and a 15 inch
culvert across Home Street to Ash
St. On Bellamy Road Extension,
500 feet of 8 inch pipe was layed;
275 feet of 8 inch on Back Road
and 800 feet of 12 inch and 150 feet
of 8 inch storm sewer on Nile
Street.
The main trunk running through
the business district was flushed
out along with the line in front of
Pine Hill Cemetery.
During the year, 53 new sewer
entrances were made. This along
with cleaning catch basins after
A new boiler was installed at the




storms and servicing smaller sew-
ers throughout the City kept this
Department busy all year round.
Refuse Disposal
The Refuse Department had its
usual busy year. Many routes were
added to i'^s schedule. So as not to
interfere with traffic, workers be-
gan their day at 4:00 a. m., routing
through the heavy traffic areas.
New routes ir eluded Knox Marsh
Road, Atlantic Avenue to Eliot
Bridge, Spruce Lane to Mast Road,
all Mast Road, Kelley Drive, Old
Rochester Road to the Somers-
worth line, Pinecrest Lane, Glen-
crest Lane, Bellamy Lane, Tuttle
Lane, Dover Neck Road, and all
Middle Road.
An average of 14 loads a day
were collected by both the packer
and the truck. Excavation ditches
were dug at the City dump in
which the refuse was dumped. Ref-
use was covered over by the bull-
dozer with two feet of dirt.
New purchases in this Depart-
ment included a new International
3 ton truck and a TD9 bulldozer.
Two old Reos were traded in.
Municipal Garage
One of the busiest places in the
Public Works Department is the
Municipal Garage. With 11 school
buses, 2 police cruisers. 11 Fire De-
partment vehicles, 2 refuse trucks,
3 Cemetery trucks, 4 trucks, 1 com-
pressor, 2 pumps and 1 generator
of the Water Department, 1 Park
Department truck and Farmall
tractor, 1 car, 2 shovels, 2 bulldoz-
ers, 2 snow loaders, 2 Cletrac
plows, 2 Clark tractors, 1 com-
pressor, 1 pump, 2 street sweepers,
1 front end loader, 1 roller, 13
trucks and 1 grader, all getting oil
changes and grease jobs every 1,000
miles along with routine mainte-
nance. Combining this with semi-
annual inspections many break-
downs of various equipment and
general overhauling, leaves little
or no idle time for three mechanics
and one helper. During the sum-
mer months, the school buses were
checked and made ready for the
coming school year. In the fall,
the snow loaders were taken out of
storage and operating conditions
were checked. A complete over-
haul job was done on the big F.
W. D. The tandem roller was con-
verted from steam to gasoline. A
screen was erected in front of the
Farmall tractor to push the leaves
in the fall, this can be converted
to a sidewalk plow in the winter.
More and more it becomes ap-
parent that the garage should have
an addition. The garage area is
now taken up by the storage of
school buses leaving little or no
room for repair work. One imper-
ative need is a stock room. Very
few materials and parts can be
stocked as there is no room.
Water Deparlment
During the year, the Water De-
partment installed 130 new serv-
ices and renewed 98 old services.
The total amount of services in use
at the end of the year was 3,503.
Water purification was one of the
first steps taken by the Department.
The filter system had been neglect-
ed and was in very bad condition
for the want of new sand. Under
State regulations, 1957 tons of new
sand were brought in to bring the
The resurfacing fo Central Ave-
nue was one of the major projects J#~"
of the new administration.
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filter beds up to a proper filtering
level, thus furnishing the munipal-
ity with an excellent purification
system.
A six inch blow-off system was
installed at the pumping station to
clean out old rust and iron before
the water entered the City's water
system. The aereating chamber,
the settling chamber and the clear
water basins were cleaned four
times during the year.
James Walker, engineer, report-
ed at the end of the year that all
pumping equipment at the Lowell
Avenue station, the Barbadoes
Well, Smith Well and Willand
Pond station is in good condition.
It is believed that more main
pipe was added to the distribution
system in 1952 than any year in
the history of the Department.
The extension of mains was as
follows:






















































The new Gates and Hydrants were as follows:














2 Gates and 1 Hydrant.
2 Gates.
1 Gate.
3 Gates and 1 Hydrant.
4 Gates and 1 Hydrant.
8 Gates and 5 Hydrants.
The Breaks were as follows:
This cross-section of the water main on Locust
Street led to the planning of an extensive pro- :y#"''




























A 50 percent improvement in meter reading was shown compared with
past years. The following is a list of activities of the meter crew:
Meters repaired
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REPORT OF POLICE DEPARTMENT
To the Honorable Board of Police
Commissioners
Gentlemen:
I have the honor to submit my
Annual Report of all transactions
of the Dover Police Department
for the year ending December 31,
1952.
During the year 1952 the total
number of arrests were 754, or an
increase of 214 arrests over the
year 1951.
The members of the department
were busy during the year inves-
tigating accidents and complaints
received from the public. We re-
ceived and investigated a total of
8,583 complaints. A total of 922
doors and windows were found un-
locked and reported to the owners
of the establishments. We dis-
posed of 193 animals and cared for
258 lodgers. We received and re-
ported to the Public Service Com-
pany 246 street lights which were
burned out.
Our investigations included 346
automobile accidents of which 155
persons were injured. We had sev-
en fatalities during the year 1952.
We arrested and arraigned in
Court 213 drivers of motor vehicles
for speeding, reckless operating
and drunken driving. There were
several assault cases, breaks and
attempted breaks.
The amount of lost and stolen
property recovered and returned
to the owners amounted to $3,-
870.98.
During the past year many
changes have taken place in the
Department. The resignation of
Chief Andrew H. McDaniel be-
cause of ill health was a severe
loss to the Department. He had
served the community faithfully
for 20 years and under his leader-
ship the Dover Police Department
became one of the finest in the
State.
Another loss to the Department
came with the death of Captain
Edward McDonough who had serv-
ed the Department for 31 years.
We extend to his wife and rela-
tives our heartfelt sympathy.
Patrolman William Bigger re-
signed in order to accept a position
in industry.
Five new officers have been ap-
pointed by the Police Commission-
ers to fill vacancies of above and to
fill positions of patrolmen promoted
to executive officers.
I desire at this time to express
my sincere appreciation and thanks
to the Honorable Board of Police
Commissioners, The Honorable
Ovila J. Gregoire, Judge of Muni-
cipal Court, Associated Judge Wal-
ter A. Calderwood, City Solicitor
James M. Jackson, the Mayor and
members of the City Government,
Chief Clancy and members of the
Fire Department, Inspector Thom-
as Redden of the Motor Vehicle
Department, to Colonel Ralph Cas-
well and State Police for assistance
rendered to this department. I
would also like to express my sin-
cere thanks to the members of the








To His Honor, the Mayor, and
Members of the Dover City
Council:
Gentlemen:
Herewith submitted is the report
of the Health Department for the
year 1952:
The Health Department has been
active in promoting sanitation in
the best interest and health of the
community. In this respect, em-
phasis has been placed on the san-
itary production and distribution
of food in Dover. Stores and eat-
ing places were inspected period-
ically during the year, and recom-
mendations were made pertaining
to sanitation and public health. It
is my opinion, that the overall san-
itary conditions of restraurants in
the City are considerably improved.
Special emphasis was also given
to the handling and distribution of
milk, and milk products, because
of their importance to the health
of the community. Inspections were
made and samples taken at all
dairy farms, to learn if bacteria
content was at a minimum to com-
ply with State regulations. Pas-
teurization and ice cream plants
also came under this inspection,
and the quality of milk samples
taken in analysis was very satis-
factory. The New Hampshire De-
partment of Food and Chemistry
reported that farmers in the Dov-
er-Rollinsford area producing milk
for retail were rated way above
average for the months of April
and May.
Fuel and range oil trucks in the
City were checked and sealed for
the year by the State Bureau of
Weights and Measures. A charge
of $3.00 is made for each truck and
half of the fee is sent to the Dover
Finance Department as the City's
share. These inspections are made
to assure that the Dover buyer gets
the right amount of fuel or range
oil he orders.
The following is a list of inspec-
tions made by the Health Officer
























Scales tested and sealed 230
Gasoline pumps tested and sealed 133
Fuel trucks sealed 32
During the months of July, Au-
gust, and September, eleven food
trucks were inspected for pack-
aged foods and reweighing of com-
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modities. Grocery stores were al-
so inspected to assure correct
weights on all products purchased
by the Dover consumer.
Under directions from the State
Agricultural Department, the
Health Office made periodic checks
to assure that bread sold in the
City, is wrapped with marking and
weight on the wrapper. Some ir-
regularities were found and these
were corrected. Other inspections
included the check to see that gal-
lons of maple syrup have proper
measurement and content. Some
irregularities were also found here
and these were corrected.
The Health Officer wishes to cite
the cooperation of his Department
with Public Works Director, Mau-
rice Myers, Finance Director, Rob-
ert Herlihy, other Municipal De-
partments, and State units, in help-
ing to make his duties pleasant.
The Health Officer expresses his
appreciation to these agencies, and
to the members of the Bureau of
Weights and Measures, in Concord,
for their help in all duties pertain-






REPORT OF THE PUBLIC LIBRARY
To the Honorable Maurice J.
Murphy and Members of the
City Council:
The library was very busy dur-
ing the year with a full schedule
of special events, a heavy load of
back work and housing a class-
room of elementary school chil-
dren.
The special events programs fea-
tured Professor M. C. Richards of
the University of New Hampshire
who gave an illustrated lecture on
Holland with the aid of colored
slides; the Annual Local Artists'
Exhibition under the curatorship
of George F. Gray; an interesting
travelogue of California and the
Hawaiian Islands was conducted
by Norman Seavey; the eighth an-
nual meeting of the Book Review
Round Table with volunteer lead-
ers; the observance of Children's
Book Week on November 14th thru
22nd to show the children that
"Reading is Fun"; and enjoyable
program featuring an illustrated
trip to the West Coast by Miss
Mary A. C. Boyd of the High
School faculty.
During the year, a great deal of
work was done in the way of pre-
serving local history by indexing
photographs on file of service men
and other individuals. Some of the
photos are still unidentified and it
would be very helpful if some of
the residents of Dover could stop
at the library and identify some
of them.
Since the new elementary
school at Woodman Park was not
opened, it was necessary to use the
Lecture Hall as a 7th grade class-
room. Although it curtailed the
special programs somewhat, the
education of our children should
be paramount.
Additional educational work was
done by instructing the freshmen
classes of the High School in the
use of the library facilities to their
greatest advantage.
In order to provide persons
who live some distant from the li-
brary with book service, we were
still fortunate to have access to the
station at Daums' Grocery in the
northern section of the City, it was
started 14 years ago by Miss Beat-
rice Jenkin, Librarian Emerita,
and the new deposit station at the
home of Miss Margaret Coleman
on the Dover Point Road.
From time to time the library
receives book gifts and during 1952,
in addition to many fine volumes,
a book by Anne Tufts, a local au-
thor, "As the Wheel Turns," pub-
lished in September was presented
to the library, and a copy of the
"Stars and Stripes'" and a complete
file of the publication from Febru-
ary 8, 1918 to June 13, 1919 was
presented by the William B. Fog-
arty, Senior Vice-Commander of
Christie-Drouin Post No. 752, V. F.
W. in conjunction with their Com-
munity Service Program.
The success of library operations
was very dependant on the coop-
eration of the Mayor, Maurice J.
Murphy, the Board of Library
Trustees, and other department
heads as well as from the library
staff, Fosters Daily Democrat and
radio station WHEB and commun-
ity spirited citizens who helped in







To the Honorable Maurice J.
Murphy and Members of the
City Council:
The year 1952 marks a milestone
in humanitarian circles in South-
eastern New Hampshire and in the
Southern parts of Maine. Evidence
of the development can be seen in
the new wing at our local Went-
worth Hospital which services the
families of these areas as a health
center.
After many years of postpone-
ments and disappointments the
current Board of Trustees were de-
termined that this was the year to
follow through on the completion
of a new addition to the hospital.
During January, meetings were
held to cover all the ground work
and succeeding meetings projected
the plans so completely that by
October bids were requested on
the construction of the new wing.
During the interim, meetings
were held to secure Federal Aid to
the extent of one-third of the final
cost; local Medical Staff members
were consulted on the accommoda-
tions required for more efficient
service; new plans were submitted
by the Irving Hersey Associates of
Durham, New Hampshire; and to
assure the completion of the build-
ing, it was necessary to ask the
City Council to guarantee assist-
ance up to $20,000.00 which it did
by pledging bonds for that amount.
Finally after months of corrections
and impromevents on the clans,
the bid of $631,477.00 by the S.
Volpe Company, Inc. of Boston,
Massachusetts was formally ac-
cepted on November 10th, and
work was started immediately and
the building was well under way
by the end of the year.
Fully aware of the past financial
history of the hospital, a number
of recommendations were forward-
ed during the year that tended to
strengthen the position of the de-
partment. Included in them, the
policy of prepaying for hospital
service was put into effect with
considerations provided for indi-
vidual cases. In addition, the doc-
tors agreed to cooperate by letting
their patients know in advance of
their need of hospital care so that
they could estimate the cost of
their hospitalization and provide
for it before admission.
Considerable time was spent dis-
cussing the operation of the hos-
pital with the Director, resulting
in more economical practises in the
operation of the hospital. Various
suggestions were made on the or-
ganization of the staff and sub-
stantial savings were observed.
As a result of the increase in col-
lections and the decrease in opera-
tional expenses, the subsidy from
the City amounted to $42,286.77 al-
though the City Council had appro-
priated $50,000.00. This was $23,-
508.57 less than the 1951 subsidy of
$65,795.34.
Due to the increased require-
ments of the State concerning the
The much needed wing of the
Wentworth Hospital was start-
ed after many years of waiting.
I//
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operation of a Nursing School, it
was necessary to make the diffi-
cult decision to temporarily sus-
pend the School Nursing. Careful
weighing of all the facts, showed
that the hospital was receiving pro-
gressively lesser benefits from the
School of Nursing while expenses
were steadily mounting.
Many civic groups and individ-
uals have donated or pledged gen-
erously toward the acquisition of
needed equipment during the year.
Donations and pledges included a
cardiograph by the Dover Kiwanis
Club; an emergency generator to
be used in the case of power fail-
ure was loaned by the Civil Air
Patrol, an auxiliary of the Air
Force: an oxygen tent by the Dover
Lions Club, the women's auxiliary
of the Dover Lions Club, purchased
with funds raised by a tag day,
subscriptions and social functions;
and the nursing staff and friends
of the hospital under the super-
vision of Miss Lesley Hoitt, the ob-
streptical supervisor, raised enough
money to buy an isolete. All the
above items were important con-
tributions to the operation of the
hospital. It is hoped that more in-
terest in this type of civic work
will help bring additional auxili-
ary equipment in the completed
wing.
With this brief review of a very
active year, it is essential to state
that every successful venture was
the result of the complete coopera-
tion of the Director, the Medical
Staff, and the entire hospital staff.
Encouraged by the success of
this year, we look forward to the
opening of the new wing with fur-
ther study of operations, a possibil-
ity of further reducing the amount







Board of Hospital Trustees
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REPORT OF THE WENTWORTH HOSPITAL
To the Honorable Maurice J.
Murphy and Members of the
City Council:
Following is a statistical report
of hospital operations for the year
1952 as submitted by Miss Mary
Callahan, Director of the Went-
worth Hospital:
During the year 1952, 3,050 pa-
tients were admitted to the Hos-
pital, making a total of 18,148 hos-
pital days, including newborn. Our
percentage of occupancy was 62.43
for the year, givirg an average of
50 patients per day. The highest
daily census for any one day was
78 patients.
STATISTICAL INFORMATION
Total number of patients admitted 3,050
Number of babies born 435
Number of Out Patients 321
Number of Accidents 115
Number of Ambulance Patients 125
Number of Deaths 87
Stillborn Infants 11
Autopsies 20























To the Honorable Maurice J.
Murphy and Members of the
City Council:
Since I was not a part of the
Dover School System at any time
during the 1952 calendar year, this
is a factual report of school hap-
penings as I have been able to get
the data from staff and reports on
file.
Enrollment in the elementary
schools increased from 1,163 to
1,237 pupils. Two additional ele-
mentary teachers were added to
the staff and Mr. Robert O'Kane
was appointed Elementary Princi-
pal. Emergency housing for ele-
mentary grades was provided in
the Library, City Hall, High School
and Vocational School.
Mr. L. Munro Grandy resigned
as Superintendent to accept a sim-
ilar position in Gloucester, Massa-
chusetts, and Mr. Frederick Walk-
er, Headmaster, was named Acting
Superintendent.
The Vocational Agriculture Pro-
gram received a setback with the
burning of the Guppy Farm build-
ing. This made it necessary to use
the farm shop building for a class-
room, thereby curtailing the use of
the building for farm shop pur-
poses.
The following are additional
moves made during the year to
improve the educational system.
1. A student safety patrol was
organized.
2. A band and chorus for sev-
enth and eighth grades were
started.
3. The Zana-Bloser Writing Pro-
gram was adopted in an effort
to improve writing of stu-
dents.
4. A City-wide spelling bee was
held to stimulate interest in
spelling.
5. An outline of the arithmetic
program was made for grades




6. An evaluation was made of
the Social Studies Guide and
a few changes were made to
improve the guide.
The Guidance Department fur-
thered its activities under the di-
rection of Miss Margaret McCooey
by giving various tests to students
from the second to 12th grades.
High interest continued in the
courses offered at the Davis Voca-
tional School with about 200 boys
and girls attending classes in Build-
ing Trades, Sheet Metal, Auto
Mechanics, Cabinet Shop, Cosmet-
ology, Electricity, Radio, Machine
Shop, Cooks and Bakers. Dover is
the only high school in the state
operating a Cooks and Bakers
school. In addition to the regular
courses offered, the Vocational
School has done considerable work
for various city departments and
civic organizations, and was repre-
sented at the Dover Trade Fair,
where they gave a splendid show-
ing of their crafts.
The school lunch program fed
78,575 hot lunches complete with
milk and dessert during the calen-
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dar year. This is an increase of
12,000 meals over the previous
yearly period. Approximately 7,500
bottles of milk were sold to stu-
dents carrying their own lunches.
The plan of selling milk at cost
during morning recess, which was
put into effect last year in the
grsde schools, has resulted in near-
Jy 26,000 yearly participants in this
recess milk program. This pro-
gram has proven to be a great
value to the students who burn up
their breakfast energies quickly
and need nourishment to carry
them through to their lunch peri-
od. The school lunch program has
received considerable Federal Aid
in USDA donated products. Since
1948, the school lunch has been self-
supporting. The workers' salaries
and purchases of equipment, food
and supplies come from school
lurch income.
In January of 1952, a second
nurse was added to the staff of this
department of the school system.
All children in the elementary
grades have received bi-monthly
inspections and have been weighed
ard m.easured four times during
the year. F3ilures to gain or grow
have been checked for causes and
hom.e visits and rem.edial steps
have been taken in grades four
through nine. Twelve hundred and
thirteen children were given com-
plete dental and physical examina-
tions by the dentists and physicians
in Dover. Notifications of any devi-
ations from normal were sent to
the parents for further check with
famJly physicians. Follow-up visits
have been made by the School
Nurses who urge parents to coop-
erate in correcting defects. Chil-
dren needing treatment for ortho-
pedic abnormalities have been tak-
en to the orthopedic clinics at Man-
chester, Rochester and Portsmouth.
Speech thereapy has been given to
those with speech difficulties at the
Portsmouth Rehabilitation Center.
A state psychotherapist has come
to Dover on alternate months to
check individual students and to
prescribe corrective exercises.
There are three hundred and
forty-five school children enrolled
in the Dover District Nursing As-
sociation's benefit. These children
leceive regular checkups, correc-
tive treatment and fluoride appli-
cations. The X-Ray Mobile Unit
came to Dover at our request to
m?ke chest X-Ray examinations on
all students of high school age. Ar-
rangements Vv^ere made at that time








To His Honor, the Mayor, and Members of the Dover City Council:
Gentlemen:
In accordance with council resolution number thirty-three, of Novem-
ber 13, 1952, we have examined the accounts and records of the City of
Dover for the year ended December 31, 1952 and present our reporc
herewith. We have examined the system of internal control and the
accounting procedures of the city and, without making a detailed audit
of all transactions, have examined or tested accounting records and
other supporting data by methods and to the extent we deemed ap-
propriate.
With respect to taxes receivable, we examined the records of prop-
erty taxes for 1952 and earlier years in considerable detail and made
a co'^nrehen.'^iVe test confirmation of the unpaid 1952 property taxes.
- xne" poll tax records for 1952 were examined in detail as well as a
selection of the earlier years, but no direct confirmation with any of
the taxpayers was attempted. No overlay or other form of loss reserve
was carried against any of the tax accounts although a substantial part
of the unpaid poll taxes is undoubtedly not collectible. However, it
should be pointed out that the city follows the conservative practice
of taking tax revenue into account only as taxes are collected in cash
during the year; also, that the portion of the current surplus account
attributable to taxes receivable is carried in the balance sheet as re-
served pending realization of the related receivables. In our opinion,
subject to the foregoing comments on taxes receivable, the attached
balance sheet and the related statements of appropriations, revenues,
and operating results of the city departments, present fairly the posi-
tion of the City of Dover at December 31, 1952 and the results of its
operations for the year, in conformity with generally accepted muni-
cipal accounting principles applied on the basis consistent with that of
the preceding year.
Detailed comments on the balance sheet accounts and the related
statements of revenues and appropriations with their supporting sched-
ules will be found in the following text.
Respectfully submitted,
ROBERT DOUGLAS & COMPANY
By (Signed) Edward S. Cu'ver
Certified Public Accountant
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COMPARATIVE CONDENSED BALANCE SHEETS
December 31, 1952 and December 31. 1951
ASSETS
December December 1952
31, 1952 31, liiol Increase Decrease
Cash—General Fund $ 105,224.00 $ 123,079.25 $ 17,855.25
Taxes Receivable 117.169.73 133,791.70 16.621.97
Miscellaneous Assets 14,943.81 8,946.06 5,997.75
Earmarked Funds—Assets 294,009.31 356.401.89 62,392.58
Trust Funds—Assets 594,592.29 593,869.45 722.84
Capital Assets 1,438,300.00 1 332,400.00 105,900.00
$2,564,239.14 $2,548,488.35
LIABILITIES AND FUNDS
Accounts Payable $ 61,955.04 $ 76,718.22 $ 14,763.18
Earmarked Funds 294,009.31 356,401.89 62,392.58
Trust Funds 594,592.29 593,869.45 722.84
Capital Fund Bonded Debt 1,438,300.00 1,332,400.00 105,900.00
Current Surplus:
(a) Available 55,190.57 50,979.31 4,211.26
(b) Reserved until Collected 120,191.93 138,119.48 17,927.55









buDiect lo Transfer from Earmarked Cash
Payroll Account






Less—State of New Hampshire Equity
in 1944-1945
Unredeemed Taxes from Tax Sales
State of New Hampshire Head Tax Uncollected
Less—Equity of State of New Hampshire
Miscellaneous Assets
Sundry Accounts Receivable
Postage Meter Deposit and Inventory of
Stationery
Special Advance to Finance Inventory and
Accounts Receivable of Public Works
Department
Tax Deeded Properties







GENERAL FUND LIABILITIES AND SURPLUS
Accounts Payable
Encumbrances—city activity appropriations 34,831.56
Amounts withheld fro'n employees for income
tax, retirement and sundries 8,459.17
Suspense 1,822 97
Bond coupons not presented 1,151.25
State of New Hampshire—head tax collections 14.935.69
Deposits on sidewalk construction 754.40
$ 61,955.04
Current Surplus
<a) Available—as measured by excess of cash
and part of the miscellaneous assets over
accounts payable 55.190.57
(b) Reserved—not available until the following
receivables are realized: (See contra)
Tax accounts 117,169.73
Tax deeded properties 1,822.20
Working capital advances (part) 1,200.00 120,191.93 175,382.50
Total General Fund Liabilities and
Surplus $ 23 7,337 54
TRUST FUNDS AND EARMARKED FUNDS




Funds for hospital construction—principal and









STATEMENT OF AVAILABLE SURPLUS
Year Ended December 31, 1952
Surplus on city activity accounts, as follows:
Hixcess 01 acLual levenue receipts over budget
estimates
Unexpenaed 1952 appropriations, as measured by the
excess of amounis appropriated over the statement
Operating surplus for 1952
Less: Additional appropriation to School Commit-
tee to compensate for unrealized accounts
Net surplus on 1952 operations
Fund balance forward, January 1. 1952
Less: Amount used in 1952 budget estimates
Fund balance, December 31, 1952—City Activity only






Fund balance, other departments
Available cash surplus from city activities and depart-




STATEMENT OF REVENUES—CITY ACTIVITIES











Interest and dividend tax
N. H. Railroad stock tax
N. H. sa/ings bank tax
Rent of fire station
Miscellaneous






Interest, costs and fees
Motor vehicle permits
Tax sale redemptions
National bank stock tax











Sealer of weights and measures
Welfare Department
Refunds on welfare cases
Parks Department






STATEMENT OF APPROPRIATIONS—CITY ACTIVITIES
Year Ended December 31, 1952
49
Brought forward 470,378. 6,438.89 476,816.89 473,48184 3,335.05
Public Health Department
50
STATEMENT OF OPERATIONS — WATER DEPARTMENT
Year Ended December 31, 1952
Revenues Received
Meter rates





Source of supply labor
Pumping station—labor
—supplies





















Operating gain (Cash bases, without depreciation')
Capital Expenditures from Revenue
New mains and services
Bond principal payments
Revenue surplus for the year
Revenue surplus, January 1, 1952
Add—surplus for the year, as above
















Accounts in hands of collection agencies
City of Dover—welfare
Less: Reserve for bad debts
Inventories
Canned and packaged foods







STATEMENT OF OPERATIONS—WENTWORTH HOSPITAL
Year Ended December 31. 1352
REVENUES
Charges to Patients
Routine and nursery care $169460.00
Operating room 28,703.35







Discounts, allowances and free work $ 813.65
Blue Cross discount 4,166.35
Allowance for bad debts 3,785.56
$275,024.40
8,765.56
Net earnings from patients (accrual basis) $ 266 258.84
Other Income
Staff meals, rooms and laundry $ 18,110.72
School of nursing 251.88
All other operating income 1,065 34
Donations 125.00
Appropriation—City of Dover 42,286.77
Bad debts collected ^ 339.11
Trust fund income 8,323.13
Less: Patients' accounts charged to free
bed funds 6,446.13 1,877.00 64,055,82
Total Income $ 330,314.66
Less
Operating expenses—per schedule $ 312,964.80
Capital outlay and other non-operating expense 472.76 313,437.56
Net addition to surplus for the year, $ 16 877.10
53
SCHEDULE OF OPERATING EXPENSES—WENTWORTH HOSPITAL
Year Ended December 31, 1952
OPERATING EXPENSES
Administralion
Salaries—director, assistants and clerical






Raw and prepared foods











Payments in lieu cf rent








Repairs, buildings and grounds
Nursing Service
Salaries—supervisors, nurses and orderlies
Supplies and expenses
Nursing Education
Salaries of instructors and supervisor
Student stipends








































Carried forward—Operating Expenses $233,766.04
54
SCHEDULE OF OPERATING EXPENSES—WENTWORTH HOSPITAL























































Total Operating Expenses $312,964.80
5&
STATEMENT OF OPERATIONS—CEMETERY DEPARTMENT




bale of materials and sotres
Sale of lots
Rent of house and tomb
Transfer of trust fund income




Fuel, light and water
Gasoline and vehicle expense
Repairs and maintenance of grounds, buildings and
equipment
Insurance
Telephone, telegraph and postage









Operating deficit for the year
56
STATEMEiSJT OF OPERATIONS—PACIFIC MILLS






Fuel, oil, coal, electricity and water
Plant repairs and small tools
Supplies
Insurance and retirement
Telephone, telegraph and postage
Consulting services
Miscellaneous













Capital outlay from revenue
Part of the cost of new boiler
Total deficit for the year
Fund balance forward, January 1, 1952
Deduct





Fund balance, December 31, 1952, to cash surplus account,
(deficit) (250.93)
(1) Steam sales net after setting aside $1,409.57 for capital outlay.
See text of report.
57
STATEMENT OF OPERATIONS—SCHOOL DEPARTMENT
Year Ended December 31. 1952
REVENUES RECEIVED
Appropriations from city as originally budgeted
Extra
Tuition fees from other districts
Reimbursements for Area Vocational Program
Reimbursements for Veterans' courses
Sale of material for projects
Federal aid on current expenses
Miscellaneous














Salaries—superintendent and clerical $ 13,747.00
Stationery and telephone 1,640.33
Tax for state-wide supervision 3,630.00
Employee retirement contribution 16,920.76






Texts and instructional aids
Other scholars' supplies—paper, notebooks,
lumber, shop tools, etc.




Light, water and janitors' supplies
Repairs to buildings and grounds
Transportation
Salaries—drivers
Gas, oil and grease




























-expenditures $ 428 515 51
$ 441,25797
58
STATEMENT OF OPERATIONS—SCHOOL DEPARTMENT—Con't.














Unpaid bills for December operating supplies 4,540.43
Unfilled purchase orders 3,836.37
Total Expenditures
Less
Estimated recovery on veterans' courses
Net expenditures and encumbrances
Operating surplus (deficit) for the year
Fund balance forward, January 1, 1952
Deduct
Operating deficit for 1952, as above









NOTE: The supplementary appropriation voted by the City Council to cover
unrealized revenues of the school department, $21,038,79 was computed so as to
cover recognized encumbrances for 1952 and a known over-expenditure. The open-
ing fund balance and an estimated recovery on final settlement for veterans' courses
were also taken into consideration.
SCHEDULE OF EARMARKED FUNDS




STATEMENT OF TAX ACCOUNTS
Year Ended December 31. 1952
Total assessed valuation
Tax Rate
Balance January 1, 1952
Committed to tax collector
Timber, school and bank stock taxes









Special funds for other cemetery purposes
Dover Public Library
Funds for the purchase of books, general mainterance
and other library purposes
Dover School District
Funds for sundry school purposes
Park Department
Funds for the care of parks
Trust Funds for Poor Relief
Wentworth Hospital
Free bed funds and general maintenance funds. (Ad-
justed for gains on sales of securities'
Special purpose hospital funds
Principal
62






















Water bonds—July 1, 1952









Things you ivould like to recall for the year 1952

MUNICIPAL SERVICE DIRECTORY
EMERGENCY CALLS—Call "Operalor," say "Emergency Fire/' or
"Emergency Police/' give the address and telephone number from
which you call, and the name of the city or town.
THESE NUMBERS MAY SAVE YOUR LIFE OR PROPERTYii:
Fire
Wentworth Hospital 340





























































































Park and Recreation Depar
Plumbing Inspector
Police Department
City Clerk
Recreation Department
Red Cross Office
Housing Authority
Public Works Department
Welfare Department
School Department
Public Works Department
Police Department
Public Works Department
Assessor
City Collector
Park Department
City Collector
Water Department
Health Department
Building Inspector
38
TEL.
NO.
892
1565
328
203
38
38
328
1585
328
1510
328
892
892
328
328
328
1312
328
185
840
173 or 1312
1562
340
856
328
328
1562
1312
203
328
820
328
173 or 1312
1565
tment 1312
1521
38
328
1312
820
2064
173 or 1312
1562
10
173 or 1312
38
173 or 1312
1565
203
173 or 1312
203
173 or 1562
1562
1565


